
CHEAPNESS OF GERMAN MOVIES ONLY STRONG CARD
First comprehensive assortment of German made film pictures to be published in America. Panel at left shows FJlen Richter as the Sicilian Vampire; panel at right, a scene from the cinema based on the famous

Oberammergau Passion Plav. In the centre is Germany's Mary Pickford, Ria Jende. In the large oval is Pola Negri and Stahl-Nachbaur, the most successful stars; in small oval a pleasanter view of Pola Negri.

More Than 200 Teu-*
tonic Plays Already
Here, Chief Merit in
Producers' Eyes Be¬
ing Their Small Cost

GERMAN motion pictures have been
streaming over here lately In some¬

thing like the mass formation with
which the Teutons tried to break the Allies'
line. It is estimated that there are some¬

thing like 200 Teutonic films now in this
country, either accepted already by some of
the loading American companies or else go¬
ing around in circles until they bump into
!» purchaser.
Some of the cinema illumlnati over here

profess to see no danger in this invasion,
and assert that it can do no harm for the
American market to pet an infusion of Der¬
ma n films, even if, technically, we. are still
at war and makinp faces at each other.
These optimists penerally belonp to compa¬
nies that have taken one or more German
pictures, and naturally they don't feel
they've hurt themselves.
On the other side are the pessimists, gen¬

erally the directors and the actors, who
brood darkly over the conviction that the
American market is nursing a viper and ask
whether something can't be done about it.
especially by the other fellow.
The directors are particularly outspoken

because in the present depressed state of the
American industry the large companies find
it cheaper to buy German made films, which
are usually sold for a song, rather than pro¬
duce their own. If this practice continues
some directors fear in their hearts they will
have to go hack to being stage carpenters
or training dogs for circuses.

Peddled at a Few Thousands.
Only a Small Part of Cost Here

The big independent directors, like D. W.
Griftith and John Emerson, consider they
are scarcely in a position to dread the com¬
petition of the common run of Teutonic pic¬
tures, but are "agin 'em on general princi¬
ples," having heard that the Germans are
limiting the number of American films to be
unwound before the spectacled Prussian au¬

diences, while all but forcing their own

products on their dear friends and late ene¬
mies. the Yankees.
As an indication of the low prices at which

the German films are being peddled here, a

picture of the Grade B, non-Pasteurized type
can be picked up for uliout $5,000, or less
than the average film magnate here spends
per year on cigars.according to his press
agent. The low grade German picture, the
kind that looks as if a group of persons got

, together and said, "Bet's have a movie," and
then proceeded to have it over with, can be

Harding's Reaction t
I'onlinurd from First Pnpr.

canism is often sneered at as "provincial,"
"parochial," I don't know that there is
snythlng disgraceful about being provincial
or parochial. Very nice people live in the
provinces und parishes of this country;
very well Informed und intelligent and
highly moral people. Of this sort is the
President, and bis brand of Americanism is
the brand of middle class Indiana. Ohio,
lite .Middle West, if one can restrict It to
my section, which one ennnot possibly do,
for It is found in all sections. It is the
lifeblond of all sections. The President's
kind of Americanism is tlie kind that will
appeal. I venture, to most of us who aren't
too highbrowed to feel it. It's old stuff,
much too out of date for the Intellectuals
that preach a kind of dead lewd of Inter¬
nationalism, and some of them pine for the
day when even the races shall merge.
white, black, yellow, brown into some tin

Imaginably hued hybrid. Ills kind Is the
Battle of Lexington Bunker II111.Stars
and Stripes.I Am An American Citizen.
America First kind. It's still to be found
in Gttrey's Fourth Reader. It Isn't bunk
with Hnrdlng. Me feels It. thrills to It.
Tears come Into his eves about It on o<

caslon. The (lag snapping in a breeze
tightens something inside him.

Here's n prediction; Harding will keep
the pence to the utmost limit of rloeont
patience and actual honor. He be lv\ is the

bought for us low as $2,000.ami it's a poot
celluloid financier who can't scrape that
much together, even if he has to borrow it
from his camera man.

"Passion," the German picture which
broke the ice in America, cost about $40,000
to produce and was sold to First National,
who stimulated the public into thrusting
more than that amount on them the first
reek It was exposed here. Some of the
$5,000 pictures, done with much eharacter-
'stic elaboration of detail, have scenes hold¬
ing thousands of extras, and it would cost
the average American director that much
money to produce one of these scenes alone,
not to mention the wear and tear on his
nerves from trying to keep the crowds of
supers together, which often necessitates a

trip to the mountains to recuperate.
But now that they have made their first

inroad here, and believe that they have the
market seeking them with their Initial spec¬
tacular successes, the Germans are begin¬
ning to jump their prices, which indicates
that they are almost human after all.
To the average native layman the pic¬

tures themselves are something Just as new
and interesting as though they had been
fired here from Mars out of a gun. That Is
because, as the veriest outsider knows,
American films during the war, when Con¬
tinental studio activities were suspended, had
a chance to make giant strides forward and
conquer the world not only commercially
but artistically, so that even one of the old
guard of speaking stars, clutching a lucra¬
tive contract just handed to him by a film
company, had to admit there was something
in them.
Therefore the public here is on the watch

to note if the Germans have caught up with
us to the extent of gaining the same sense

0 His Gigantic Task
Bible Is the Word of God literally. lie Is
as religious minded as any man who ever
came to the Presidency. If for no other
reason he would abominate war and hold
his country as far from It as possible.
And he likes human beings. It distresses
him to see them quarrel and injure and
kill each other. He would like to see dis¬
armament. Also he would like to see the
raillenlum on enrtli. Itut this kind of
Americanism stands up straight. Tt recog¬
nizes duties und responsibilities. Unless
persons who think they know him pretty
well are off the mark very far, a custom
already becoming a popular sport among
some of our neighbors of mussing up Ameri¬
can citizens In foreign parts and of aid¬
ing them to a better life before their
time Is going to be disco Ufafed, It's going
to he discouraged very positively. Also,
Harding believes In this kind of Ameri¬
canism: that American citizens have certain
rights that have got to be stood tip for
lust, as a man stMKls tip for his wife and
'.hlldron <>r for his own good name. In
this trend of his Americanism Ito Is sup¬
ported by another old fashioned person
who can bt rough at times Mr. Hughes of
New York. And In the t'ahlnet arc other
very mild spoken gentlemen who enn he
quite harsh when they have to be. So that
he President, desiring peace and goodwill
in.l c.irneslly planning for it. will tolerate
no in-olonce and no rascality, ami has the
kind of persons alongside him who think
pretty much as he doe*.
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In panel above is Otto Gebuhr, one of Germany's most versatile
film actors. In circle is Emil Jannings, equally popular.

of story development, and of using cut-backs,
fade-ins. close-ups and all the other dodges
by which American directors make the au¬
diences feel they are getting a bowing if
not a speaking acquaintance with the char¬
acters.

Lacking Some Features, Yet Show
Much Grasp of Screen Artistry

Though "Passion" showed few close-ups
and similar devices, this and the other im¬
ported pictures have revealed an artistic
grasp of the new medium and an evidence
of a cultural background on the part of the
director.all too rare In this country.which
manages to project Itself from the screen in
spite of subtitles that too often read like
soap advertisements.
Snapshots are shown for the first time

herewith of scenes from some of the pictures
which are now loose in this country and will
probably soon be measured for the screens
of some of our leading cinema palaces.

First and foremost, of course, comes Tola
Negri, looked upon as the best bet Oermany
has in the cinema line, though she Is com¬
ing to this country shortly, because, while
»he German screen industry is developing,
the salaries of the stars are hardly large
enough to keep pace with their restored ap¬
petites. Her antecedents have been blared
about so consistently since she made her
first Imprint In "Passion" that they hardly
need recapitulating, but for the sake of those
who are not hep to the arena of fllmdom,
be it said that she is of Polish birth, that
she danced in the Imperial ballet at Warsaw
l>efnre the Czar, and that she went to Ger¬
many to matriculate in the films.

Since the war she has made eighteen films
and shows no signs of wearing out. One of
these Is "Martyrium." In which she has the
pleasant duty of strangling Stahl-Nachbaur,
nnd will continue to do so until the film cen¬
sor gets after her, This picture, produced
by Union-Film. Is looked upon as a most lav¬
ish and compelling story of society life, for
the Germans, like ourselves, have discov¬
ered there is a call for society life on the
rcreen, even without Its Kaisers and Its Junk¬
ers treading on every one's toes.

Pola Negri Is one of the few striking and
successful brunettes of the films, for tnovie
audiences seem to prefer blondes, perhaps
because their hair doesn't seem so much like
a blot on the horizon.

Second only to Krauleln Negri Is Kmll
Jannlngs, the leading German male star,
with a fine skill in characterization that
would make him at home anywhere provld-
td he didn't have to say anything. Accord¬
ing to some reports he Is an American who
went abroad to study under Max Relnhardt.
and he Is so good that America might as

well claim him. since the Germans claim
Shakespeare. There is a natural sense of
humor shown in his puckered lips and con¬
stantly revealed in his acting.a feeling for
the comic that is often absent in American
leading men, else many of them would sup¬
press the blurbs sent out by their publicity
department.
Jannlngs'a specialty is kings, though he

can play a tramp with equal facility, possibly
becpuse nowadays the dividing line between
the two classes isn't so clearly drawn. It is
reported that he will be featured more

strongly than ever by Adolph Zukor. hend
of the Famous Players-I,nsky Film Corpora¬
tion. along with Frauleln Negri, and his re¬

markable director. Krnst I.ubitsch, who is
knewn as the D. W. Griffith of Germany
and who looks like A1 Jolson trying to think
up a new Winter Oarden Joke.
By the way. Relnhardt has been working

quietly In th" movies for some time and
threatens to make a bid for Lubltsch's
laurels, for the prints received here indicate
thnt his screen version of his own stage
spectncle. "Sumurun." is like a Cook's tour
of the Orient with a little real action thrown
In.
"The Christ of Oberammergau" Is a

photoplay version of the celebrated Passion
Play, containing a story within a story and
handling masses of persons with the ease of
subway guards. The German devotion to
detail is revealed in the stills of this picture
received here, for there is even a halo
around the head of the Christus.

"White, hapcl." a Gloria film, as might he
\ported. Is an Kngllsh subject, though the

scenes In n i"*taurant. for Instance, hardly
rfbom to smack of London, while the waiters
wear side whiskers so long they must be a
tntlier during the soup course. Typically
Germanic, also, is the countenance of the
leading man. Otto Oehuhr. who dabbles con¬
siderably In society.on the screen.and
Who hears the cognomen In thi-< picture of
Hanni'i Ham/, though such n title would
he looked upon as an absurdity in I.<ondotl»
.veil in lie flint halls.

That is one of the outstanding features
of the male German players.that, they have
Wienerwurst and "Die Wacht am Rhein"
printed so heavily on their countenances,
though many of them wear monocles in their
olT hours to make at least one ,>yc appear
international. Such is not the case, how¬
ever, among the woman stars, for they look
as though they might have taken root in any
soil, and the Germans have artfully given
them cosmopolitan names to heighten the
illusion.
Among these actresses is Frauleln Rid

Jende. another brunette who mlgh; he called
the Marguerite Clark of Germany without
straining the facts. It is Interesting, in con¬
nection with the very simple dress she wears,
to note that neither she nor the other Ger¬
man actresses wear very lavish wardrobes
in the films, and even go through a picture
on two dresses and get by on the strength of
.heir faces. In this country, when it looks
as thougli tlx- leading woman doesn't possess
any true talent, the producer often turns
the photoplay into a fashioti parade to put
the story over.

Kllen Richter is one of the stars who have
.heir own companies, for the Teutonic play¬
ers seem to have taken to that mark of
grandeur in the films as readily as though
they were American shopgirls suddenly ele¬
vated to stardom by some kind producer.
Miss Richter devotes herself primarily to
roles of the Latin temiKMament. playing stfeh
parts in "The Sicilian Vampire," in which
she must have her man to ruin or her whole
day is spoiled.

It is one of these morbid themes, like "The
Cabinet of Dr. Callgnri," with which the Ger-

Here Are the First Stills
From Recent Impor¬
tations Yet to Be
Shown and a Story of
the Leading Stars

mans appear to ho inclined to steep them-
rolvos. now that they can't convince any one
they won the war. However, they deserve
considerable credit for trying to introduce
something artistically new in the films
in "The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari," and
in 'Trio] Acosta," one of their films modelled
after classical painters, they have endea¬
vored to compress Rembrandt into the
movies.

Films Deal With Bolshevism
And Take Liberties With History

Some of the subjects, like "Unchained
Humanity and "The Defender of the Op¬
pressed," deal with Bolshevism, naturally
enough, since they are still wondering if
they're cured of it. Others profess to he
very frank ahout history, like "The Night
of Queen Isabella," In which the part of the
Quern is played by Fern Andra, an Ameri¬
can girl who went to flermany to discover
she was a histrionic celebrity. She came
from Milwaukee, where she evidently trained
for her future career with the Germans
there on the stuff that used to make Mil¬
waukee famous. After playing here with
Rssanay, she went to Germany and was
caught in the crush when war was declared.
She decided to remain there and make the
best of it, which led her to fame on the
screen.

Not so pretty is Asta Nielsen, though she
is preeminent as a tragic actress, and in
"Hamlet" gives that story a new twist by
disclosing him in the end to he a woman.
a fact which will explain to many unchi-
valrous men why the Prince can't make up
his mind, llenny I'orten is another of their
prominent actresses, having already ap¬
peared here In "Deception." though she takes
life too seriously for most American audi¬
ences.
No matter how healthily blonde and corn

fed the German stars may appear to be,
they always have a touch of the spiritual in
their countenances which saves them from
the look of sophisticated chorus girls which
many American actresses hear. Such is
handsome Lotte Neumann, who appears in
"MoJ," while the May girls, Emma and Mia

the latter appearing In a striking society
rtory, "The Guilt of Lavinia Morland".have
looks and to spare. Charming Holla Moja.
playing in the very artistically adorned
"Marriage of Figaro," might easily have her
features copyrighted In America.
Gernmny at this late date has developed

its own John Bunny, Victor I'lagge, known
familiarly as "Karlehon," a rotund man with
an expansive face similar to the late come¬
dian's that has the elasticity of gutta per-
tha. They have their matinee Idols like
Harry Liedke and Krnst HofTmann, and their
sinister men of the world, like Conrad Veith.
And no mention of German film stars would
he complete without the name of Paul Wege¬
ner, soon to appear here in "Der Golem,"
playing bizarre characters that Dante might
have made to order.

Filming 100 Tons of Molten Steel
a Mi>KT remarkable moving picture process, which had never been accomplished
/\ was recently taken bv the United r"''

I V _
... A regtdar moving picture camera til sotea Bureau of Mlnea. In repro- flttof] Hp (h |( ,t W(M vvat.rJnckrfed_that la.

ducing the varloua proceaaea In the manu- encased in a water cooled fireproof box.
faeture of Iron and ateol sheets at the plant Thla was placed Just Inside the furnace,
of a large American company It was desired The operator of the camera wore an asbestos
to show not only each mechanical step hut suit and stood Just outside or almost In the
the actual making as well as the handling door of the seething furnace. .The nttempt
of the molten steel or Iron. When pig Iron was eminently successful, and a picture has
and scrap steel are subjectedrto a high tern- resulted which Is a revelation to l>chold.
perature In an open hearth furnace, using N'ot only Is the hard mctnl, the pig iron and
producer gas or oil as a fuel, the iron and the steel, seen gradually melting, together
metals gradually melt until an Immense with the formation of the slag which floats
liquid hath, like a small lake or pond. Is on top, but the actual boiling of this 100
formed, which bolls like water at a tempera- tons of molten steel Is seen In all Its phases,
ture of over 2.S00 degrees Fahrenheit. The It Is a beautiful sight and an Instructive
actual melting and boiling of the metal Is one. The metal bolls like water on a stove,
interesting as seen through blue glasses, the hubbies growing gradually larger and
but a close up view Is not possible because Inrger.

of the heat. While no actual scientific phenomena not
The promoters of the moving pictures re- already known were revealed by this

ferred to conceived the Idea that the value achievement It Is conjectured that with the
of the picture would he decidedly enhanced use of the speed camera. Involving the
If It were possible to take a moving picture slowing down of operations and with prolvthle
of the actual melting and hulling of the Improvements In the camera Itself, new facts
steel. In this case they had to deal with of vital value to Industry may some time
an open henrth furnace holding inn tons or result from the application of the moving
200,000 pounds of metal melting down to picture to metallurgical operations. From
finally boiling. The result of their efforts an educational point of view the making of
was the production of a picture of this such pictures Is of almost inestimable value


